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profile

Violinist in
pet concert

Music wafted through a Ferny Hills retirement village last
week as part of a fundraiser for man's best friends. Taryn
Davis reports about the efforts of a local violinist.

RB154452

String talents . . . violinist Ruth Dyer and pianist Jennifer Burgess perform at Farrington Grove Retirement Estate
at Ferny Hills, watched by Dr Rod Straw with Stacey Peric from the Australian Animal Cancer Foundation.

RUTH Dyer has vast experi-
ence as a concert violinist
at several of the most pres-

tigious theatres in the world.
But in a northwest retirement

village Mrs Dyer applied herself
with all the aplomb she would if
she were performing at cel-
ebrated world venues.

Dusting off her violin, the
72-year-old performed in aid of

one of the only veterinary clinics
in Australia providing cancer
treatment for pets.

``It's so exciting to be able to
become involved and to help
them in whatever way I can,''
Mrs Dyer said.

``We had over 60 people for the
performance, and I hadn't picked
up my violin for two years so I
had to practise a bit.''

Oncology specialist at the Bris-
bane Veterinary Specialist
Centre, Dr Rod Straw, said the
Albany Creek clinic had treated
over 200 cats and dogs since the
radiation treatment became
available in November last year.

``We've had phenomenal suc-
cess with certain types of cancers
in animals,'' Dr Straw said.

``In most cases it will prolong

survival and relieve pain for the
animals improving their quality
of life.''

The Albany Creek vet said he
purchased the machine from the
Liverpool Hospital in Sydney
after an upgrade to their radi-
ation therapy machinery.

But the treatments are expens-
ive with costs being anywhere
between $1500 and $5000 depend-

ing on the cancer's severity.
``We're trying to get donations

that can offset the cost for pet
owners in line with our research
protocol and that way the Aust-
ralian Animal Cancer Foun-
dation can pick up the cost.''

n For information about the
Australian Animal Cancer Foun-
dation visit www.animalcancer.
org.au or phone 3264 9400.


